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Plants of Dhofar; The Southern Region of Oman: Traditional, Economic and
Medicinal Uses. Anthony G. Miller and Miranda Morris. Muscat, Sultanate
of Oman: The Office of the Adviser for Conservation of the Environment,
Diwan of Royal Court Sultanate of Oman (P.O. Box 246), 1988. Pp. xxvii,
361, plates, endpaper maps, appendices, bibliography, index. £35.00.

In the Preface to this important work, Professor Richard Evans Schultes
outlines three aspects of conservation “most urgently in need of wide and con-
structive attention: one, the protection of plant species in danger of extinction;
two, the salvaging of the knowledge about plants and their properties which is
in the hands of fast disappearing cultures; and three, the domestication of new
crop plants or, in broader terms, the conservation of germ plasm of economically
promising species’’ (p. ix). Since the second—the salvaging of disappearing folk
knowledge of plants—often provides invaluable ammunition in the fights for
protection and development of promising plants, it is especially important that
books such as the one under review be published and widely disseminated.

Fortunately, His Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Said, Sultan of Oman, shares
these views. Citing (p. vi) “‘a great store of knowledge about medicinal and
economic uses for a wide range of our wild plants’” still held by the people of
Oman, he has long sponsored efforts “‘to record as much as possible of this useful
knowledge and to preserve the plants upon which it is based, before either or
both disappear,’’ and “‘to direct the development of our natural resources towards
their rational use for raising the quality of life and education of our people.”

Anthony G. Miller, of the Royal Botanic Garden at Edinburgh, provides a
botanical introduction (pp. xi-xvii), describing the geology, topography, climate,
vegetation zones, and phytogeography of Oman. While systematic plant col-
lecting began there in 1894, extensive surveys were conducted in the late 1970s,
and the present work is largely the result of those.






	JoE-10-1-094.pdf
	p91

